part in the act of digestion than was commonly supposed. The total amount of ptyalin secreted in twenty-four hours was 120 grs., while the total amount of pancreatin was only 40 grs. There is no free acid in the stomach for fully three-quarters of an hour after a meal is taken, and salivary digestion goes on in the stomach during this time, with the result that nearly all the starch is converted into sugar. In renal disease the activity of the saliva is lowered, while in pulmonary disease and in diabetes it is very active. The secretion varies also in amount.
It is greater in acid dyspepsia, and lessened in chronic Bright's disease, in ulceration of the stomach, and in fevers generally.?Dr. 
